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Possible short and long-term effects of prenatal
exposure to alcohol, drugs and poor nutrition.

Prenatal Exposures
Malnutrition
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

The effects of separation and loss.

Effects of Stress
Attachment and Bonding

The process of developing emotional ties to an
adoptive family.

Attachment and Bonding
Effects of Institutionalization

Normal child and adolescent development.

Prenatal Exposures
Sensory Integration
Attachment and Bonding
Behavior and Mental Disorders
Effects of Institutionalization

“What research indicates about the potential effect
physical abuse, sexual abuse, neglect and
institutionalization multiple caregivers has on a
child’s development.”

Attachment and Bonding
Effects of Institutionalization
Behavioral and Mental Disorders

Issues related to race, culture and identity. For
example, exploring how to honor a child’s ethnic or
racial heritage.

Culture and Identity
Transracial Adoption

Emotional adjustment of adopted children and their
families, including attachment and psychological
issues of children who have experienced abuse,
neglect or trauma.

Attachment and Bonding
Effects of Stress
Effects of Institutionalization
The History of Adoption in the U.S.

Acculturation, assimilation and, if applicable, the
effects of having been adopted internationally.

Travel and Transition
Culture and Identity
Effects of Institutionalization

In the case of intercountry adoption, the process
involved and the general characteristics and needs
of children awaiting intercountry adoption.

Special Regional Considerations
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